Sample Letter: Jewish Holiday Absences
Provided by the Middle Tennessee Jewish Parents Collective (MTJPC), Jewish Federation of Greater Nashville

How to use this letter: Fill in the bracketed sections with your child’s information and the specific dates your family observes, then send to your child’s teacher(s) and front office. Including the holiday names is optional. We recommend emailing this letter and also printing a copy for each of your child’s teachers, with an additional copy to hand in to the attendance administrator. Feel free to adjust the wording so it sounds like you.








[image: ]Dear [Teacher’s Name],

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE THE POWER OF COMMUNITY

My name is [Parent Name], and my child, [Child’s Name], is in your [grade/class] this year. We’re looking forward to a wonderful school year with you! I’m writing to let you know that [Child’s Name] will be absent on the following date(s) in observance of the Jewish holidays:

· [Date(s)] — [Holiday name, optional]
· [Date(s)] — [Holiday name, optional]
· [Date(s)] — [Holiday name, optional]
· [Date(s)] — [Holiday name, optional]
One thing worth sharing: Jewish observance looks different from family to family. Some Jewish students will be absent for every holiday, others for only one or two, and some not at all — each family’s practice is equally valid.

We’ll make sure [Child’s Name] stays on top of any missed work, and we’re happy to answer questions about the holidays anytime. Thank you for helping create an inclusive environment for our children — it means a great deal to our family.

Warmly, [Parent Name] [Phone / Email]
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