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Sample Letter to Principals: Jewish Holidays & School Event Scheduling
Provided by the Middle Tennessee Jewish Parents Collective (MTJPC), Jewish Federation of Greater Nashville

How to use this letter: Fill in the bracketed sections, including this year’s holiday dates (they change each year!). We recommend emailing this letter to the principal at the start of the school year, before major event and testing calendars are set. Feel free to adjust the wording so it sounds like you.















































Dear [Principal’s Name],

My name is [Parent Name], and my child(ren), [Child(ren)’s Name(s)], attend(s) [School Name]. I’m writing to share the dates of the Jewish holidays that restrict school and work this year, and to respectfully ask that major school events — such as testing, field trips, picture day, performances, and celebrations — be scheduled around these dates whenever possible:

· Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year): [dates]
· Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement): [dates]
· Sukkot (first days): [dates]
· Shemini Atzeret & Simchat Torah: [dates]
· Passover: [first days’ dates] and [last days’ dates]
· Shavuot: [dates]

Please note that Jewish holidays begin at sundown the evening before, so some students may also need to leave early on the preceding day.

One thing worth sharing: Jewish observance looks different from family to family. Some Jewish students will be absent for every holiday, others for only one or two, and some not at all — each family’s practice is equally valid.

If you have any questions, a wonderful resource is Adeline Ellison, Jewish Community Relations Committee Associate at the Jewish Federation of Greater Nashville. She can be reached at adeline@jewishnashville.org or 615.354.1694.

Thank you for helping create an inclusive environment for our children — it means a great deal to our family.

Warmly,
[Parent Name]
[Phone / Email]
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